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U.S. foreign relations problems

◼ China & Russia relations lowest in decades

◼ China firms grip on Hong Kong and threat to Taiwan

◼ Iran, N Korea, Afghanistan, Myanmar … threats 

◼ Germany ignoring warnings on Russia gas dependence

◼ India & Turkey purchasing missiles from Russia

◼ China & Russia touting U.S. in irreversible decline

◼ EU, embroiled in economic stagnation and internal 
wrangling, just made deal on Chinese investments

◼ Allies flocking to China’s BRI & AIIB 

◼ Russian troops camped near Ukraine’s border

◼ No longer can afford nonreciprocal trade to woo allies
3

Source: America’s Back—Against a Wall, By Walter Russell Mead, WSJ, March 22, 2021
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Global trends making a 
more contested world

◼ Demographics 

◼ Slowing population & aging 

◼ Societal dynamics

◼ Increasing pessimism & distrust 

◼ Economics

◼ Reduced tax revenues for government assistance

◼ Rising national debts & unemployment

◼ Increasing power of large firms

◼ International Power

◼ Multipolar - No single state able to dominate
4

Source: Global Trends, National Intelligence Council, March 2021
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Problems compounded by 
global trends

◼ Covid-19 - most significant, singular global 
disruption since WW II; will persist for years

◼ Climate change - cause food & water insecurity, 
migration, health challenges, biodiversity losses, 
& environmental degradation

◼ Technology change faster - disrupting jobs, 
industries, communities, altering nature of power

◼ Immigration surge -270 mil. live in a country they 
have migrated - 100 mil. more than in 2000

5Source: Global Trends, National Intelligence Council, March 2021
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U.S. global clout shrinking

◼ GDP is major 
source of power

◼ China GDP nearly 
double U.S. by 
2040

◼ India GDP to 2nd

◼ U.S. + Euro Area 
shares to shrink 
below China’s 
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Major Powers GDP and World Share

2020 2040 2020 2040

China 24.9        46.6     24.2% 26.5% 0.0             

India 10.1        28.7     9.8% 16.3% 0.0             

US 18.6        26.3     18.0% 15.0% 0.0             

Euro Area 13.7        18.1     13.3% 10.3% 0.0             

Japan 5.0           6.2       4.8% 3.5% 0.0             

Russia 3.6           4.0       3.5% 2.3% 0.0             

UK 2.7           4.0       2.6% 2.3% 0.0             

Mexico 2.3           3.9       2.2% 2.2% 0.0             

Canada 1.7           2.4       1.6% 1.4% 0.0             

World 103.0      175.7  100.0% 100.0% 0.0             

ARG 902,410  ##### ARG 0

Trillion US $ Share World

OECD (2021), Real GDP long-term forecast  (Accessed on 10 April 2021). 

GDP measured in USD at constant prices and Purchasing Power Parities 

(PPPs) of 2010.

LOCATION
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Democracy in 
decline 

◼ 2020 was worst decline

◼ Democracy declined in                                                  
in all but one region                                                  
since 2006

◼ While coups and election fraud have declined since 
end of Cold War 

◼ More subtle forms have increased, e.g., leaders 
imposing authoritarianism during national 
emergencies – such as Covid-19 7
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Widening gap between 
public demands vs. 

government capabilities 

◼ Covid-19 has led to soaring                  
government debt 

◼ Greater fragmentation & imbalance = 
rising tensions, division, and competition 
in societies, states and globally

◼ Major powers are jockeying to establish 
and exploit new rules of the road

8Source: Global Trends, National Intelligence Council, March 2021
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International system 
evolving

◼ New technologies & cyber power adding to 
traditional hard (military & economic) and soft 
(cultural attractiveness) power

◼ U.S. & China rivalry reshaping 

◼ Alliances (China +Russia), Quad (U.S., Japan, India & Australia) 

◼ International organizations

◼ Rules & norms underpinning world order (Bimodal)

◼ More competitive global environment increases risk 
of interstate conflict 

9Source: Global Trends, National Intelligence Council, March 2021
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Many adverse impacts of 
Covid-19 on world order

◼ Disastrous - killed 3 million, sunk                                   
economies & disrupted politics

◼ Shook-up way people live, work & govern

◼ Highlighted failed international cooperation

◼ Increased rivalry between U.S. & China

◼ Disrupted global supply chains

◼ Increased national debt and strained governments

◼ Increased government intervention & authoritarianism

◼ Reinforced nationalism and polarization

◼ Deepened inequality

◼ Reduced of faith in democracy 
10Source: Global Trends, National Intelligence Council, March 2021
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Economic 
Impact of Covid

◼ Sharpest decline in global 
GDP in decades 

◼ 2020 China only power to 
grow 

◼ But 2021, 6% robust 
recovery projected

◼ U.S. 6.4% optimistic 
growth projection 2021
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2020 2021 2022

World Output –3.3 6.0 4.4

UK –9.9 5.3 5.1

India –8.0 12.5 6.9

Latin America & Carib –7.0 4.6 3.1

Euro Area –6.6 4.4 3.8

Canada –5.4 5.0 4.7

Japan –4.8 3.3 2.5

US –3.5 6.4 3.5

Russia –3.1 3.8 3.8

China 2.3 8.4 5.6

World GDP growth projections

Region/country
Year over Year Percent

April 2021 WEO, projections

◼ Yet, China boom while  
many recover slowly  -
increasing divergence

II. Impact of Covid-19 on world order 



Political impacts
COVID-19

◼ Biggest rollback of freedoms                                              
during peacetime

◼ Suspensions of legislatures & elections

◼ Claims of advantages of autocracy over democracy

◼ Unprecedented expansion of government power

◼ Misuse of power and restrictions

◼ Oppressive and intrusive digital surveillance 

◼ Media restrictions on criticism of government

12From wikipedia.org/wiki/Impact_of_the_COVID-19_pandemic_on_politics> 
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International relations 
impacts of COVID-19

◼ U.S. image suffered by poor Covid-19 response 

◼ China promotes authoritarianism vs. democracy

◼ China deflects criticisms with conspiracy theory 
Covid originated in U.S.

◼ Iran said Covid was U.S. biological invasion

◼ Halts on trade of medicines, diagnostics & PPE

◼ Rich nations hogging pandemic supplies & shots

◼ Russia-Saudi oil price war 

◼ Russian hackers stole COVID-19 research
13

Impact of the COVID-19 on international relations, From Wikipedia
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Worrisome post-
pandemic geopolitics

◼ Accelerate not reverse deteriorating cooperation

◼ Rising U.S.-China power struggle to  a new Cold War

◼ Reduced openness to globalization – will slow growth

◼ Greater nationalism and democracy decline – further into 
extremism and illiberalism  

◼ However, more cooperation needed to solve global 
problems of:

◼ Climate change, terrorism, pandemics!, nuclear 
proliferation, cyber warfare, trade …

14
Sources: The Pandemic Will Accelerate History Rather Than Reshape It, By Richard Haass, Foreign Affairs, April 07, 
2020 and  "A Cold War With China Would Be a Mistake,"  WSJ, May 7, 2020 
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Covid-19 could have 
some silver linings

◼ Covid-19 - not simply public health crisis 

◼ Unparalleled economic, democratic & geopolitical crisis 

◼ May spur institutional reforms

◼ Lesser dependence on China

◼ Deeper cooperation among democracies

◼ Broader concern of “soft”  vs. “hard” threats 

◼ U.S. Covid deaths may exceed 600,000; 200 times more 
than 3,000 of 9/11

15Source: Brands and Gavin (ed) Covid-19 and World Order, 2020, from Chapter One
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A Chinese Century?

Almost as if according to some natural law, in every 
century there seems to emerge a country with the 
power, the will, and… impetus to shape the entire 
international system in accordance with its own 
values. In the seventeenth century, France… in the 
eighteenth century, … Great Britain ... in the 
twentieth century, … the United States. …

What is new about the emerging world order is 
that, for the first time the United States can neither 
withdraw from the world nor dominate.

16
Source: Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy, 1994, page 17-19
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China is U.S. (and others) 
Security Threat #1

China poses the greatest threat to America today, 
and the greatest threat to democracy and freedom 
world-wide …. Beijing intends to dominate the U.S. 
and the rest of the planet economically, militarily 
and technologically. … Beijing is preparing for 
…confrontation with the U.S. …This is our once-in-a-
generation challenge. … This generation will be 
judged by its response to China’s effort to … replace 
America as the dominant superpower. 

17
Source: By John Ratcliffe, U.S. director of national intelligence, WSJ, Dec. 3, 2020 
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U.S. and China 
destined for war?

China and the United States are heading toward a 
war neither wants. The reason is Thucydides’s Trap, 
a deadly pattern …that results when a rising power 
challenges a ruling one. …Today, as an unstoppable 
China approaches an immovable America the 
…[situation] looks grim. Unless China is willing to 
scale back its ambitions or Washington can accept 
becoming number two in the Pacific, a trade 
conflict, cyberattack, or accident at sea could soon 
escalate into all-out war.

18Source: Graham Allison, Destined For War: Can America and China Escape the 
Thucydides’s Trap? Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017, dust jacket
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How should U.S. deal with 
illiberal China & Russia?

◼ Invite them to participate hoping they will 
become democratic, or exclude & confront?

◼ U.S.-led free world order seen as threat to them 
and they a threat to freedom 

◼ Wrongly believed would become “responsible 
stakeholders & democratic” 

◼ Greater benefits of solidarity in bimodal era of 
declining relative global U.S. power 

19Source: John Ikenberry, A World Safe for Democracy, 2020
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China-U.S. Relations: 
Conflict, Cooperation, or Co-

evolution?

◼ Both too large to be dominated, too special to be 
transformed & too necessary to other to be isolated

◼ U.S. effort to contain China unlikely to succeed -
China trade too important 

◼ China’s exclusion U.S. from Asia will be resisted in 
fearing domination by China

◼ Thus “co-evolution”- both pursue their domestic 
imperatives, cooperating where possible and 
adjusting relations minimize conflict

20
Source: Henry Kissinger, On China, especially Chapter 18 and Epilogue 
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U.S.-Russian relations unlikely 
to get better under Putin

◼ Putin considers democracy threatening; believes 
vulnerable neighbors enhances his security

◼ U.S. unlikely to reduce support for democracy or 
recognize a Russian-privileged sphere of 
influence in former Soviet Union (Ukraine?)

◼ As long Putin in power, up to 2036, Russia will 
oppose democracy and full sovereignty of its 
neighbors

21U.S.-Russian Relations Will Only Get Worse, By James Goldgeier, Foreign Affairs, April 6, 2021
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China and Europe’s workforce to 
decline but U.S. & India’s increase 

◼ GDP growth = growth workforce + growth productivity

◼ Although U.S., like China and Europe, will have smaller 
percent of population in workforce, workforce will 
increase and maintain its world share 22

2020 2040 2020 2040 2020 2040 2020 2040

China 1,439 1,449 930      823      65% 57% 21% 16%

India 1,380 1,593 802      976      58% 61% 18% 19%

US 331    367    194      203      59% 55% 4% 4%

EUROPE 748    728    447      399      60% 55% 10% 8%

WORLD 7,795 9,199 4,471   5,198   57% 57% 100% 100%

Source: UN, World Population Prospects, 2019, Medium Variant

% of world's 

age 20-64

% of country's 

age 20-64

Total 

population mil.

World & Major Powers Population and Working Age 

(20-64) for 2020 and Projections 2040
Working age ( 
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Coutry & 

Region
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U.S. oil independence –
strengthens U.S. security 

◼ Thanks to increased “tight” oil 
(shale) + efficiency ($Oil/$GDP)

◼ U.S. no longer net oil importer

◼ U.S. world’s #1 oil producer; 
#2 Saudi Arabia & #3 Russia 

◼ Transforms U.S. economy and 
geopolitics

◼ Not as vulnerable Saudi’s & 
Putin’s use of oil as weapon

23Source: America Is Petroleum-Independent, for Now, By NICHOLAS EBERSTADT,, 
DEREK SCISSORS, & EVAN ABRAMSKY, March 18, 2021
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Imperative of 
stretching  
adaptation

◼ Adaptation key advantage for those who can

◼ Aging population & climate change slow GDP 

◼ Unless offset by increased adaptation & innovation

◼ Technology benefits unevenly distributed and 
likely increase inequalities

24
Source: Global Trends, National Intelligence Council, March 2021

III. What to do – a Chinese Century?

Globalization likely to endure but transform economic 
networks, i.e., alter types and flows of exchanges  



U.S.+ Allies = 3X power of China + Russia

◼ Importance of 
U.S. allies

◼ Russia & China 
have few allies 
but many 
customers

◼ China dominant:

◼ GDP 10x Russia

◼ Military 4x Russia

◼ Geopolitical 
clashes in Asia

25

Country/    

Region

Military 

Expenditure 

(bil $)

Population 

(Mil)

GDP 

(nominal)    

($ tril)

US 732                331             20.8            

EU 220                447             14.9            

UK 49                  68                2.6              

Japan 48                  126             4.9              

India 71                  1,375          2.6              

Australia 28                  26                1.3              

Canada 22                  38                1.6              

US & Allies 1,169          2,411        48.7         
China 261                1,405          14.9            

Russia 65                  147             1.5              

China & Russia 326             1,552        16.4         
Rest 422                3,896          18.7            

World 1,917             7,858          83.8            

Global Power Indicators of US & Allies vs. China & Russia, 2020
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Despite oscillating policies, 
constant core of diplomacy 

◼ Contrasting Presidential proclivities
◼ FDR’s charisma vs. Truman’s directness

◼ Eisenhower’s modesty vs. Kennedy’s loftiness

◼ LBJ’s Vietnam quagmire vs. Nixon’s China opening

◼ Carter’s human rights vs. Reagan’s pressuring Soviets  

◼ Bush I internationalism vs. Clinton’s “it’s the economy stupid”

◼ Bush II wars on terror vs. Obama’s hesitancy and pivot

◼ Trump’s ending agreements vs. Biden’s rebuilding them

◼ But core of U.S. diplomacy constant
◼ Americans believe U.S. serves a larger purpose in the world and 

can promote a new and better international order

◼ Deepest tradition of U.S. diplomacy has been to advance 
America’s ideas 26
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What foreign-policy can  
Americans support?

◼ A military superior & stronger, but                                              
used sparingly & only if necessary

◼ Others spend more for their defense 

◼ Be world’s strongest advocate for                               
liberty and democracy

◼ Dual approach: protect our interests but not be 
world’s police force 

◼ Do Americans still recognize that our self-interest 
demands we must continue to accept burden of 
global leadership?

27Source: Robert M Gates, The Exercise of Power, 2020, 414-15
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U.S. Destiny in Post Pandemic World
Summary & Conclusions 

◼ Covid-19 - big shock to global system; will have 
lasting consequences

◼ Free world fragmenting while illiberal coalesce

◼ China threat #1, wants to change liberal world 
order, but unlike USSR, too big to isolate 

◼ Who will rule the world? U.S. can neither 
withdraw from nor dominate world order 

◼ So, must collaborate with allies while resisting yet 
co-evolving relations with China & Russia

28Thanks, hope to see you again in “Understanding Southern Cone”
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Understanding the Southern Cone
Senior Learners Zoom Class

by Joe Coffey
Tues, May 18 & 25, Jun 1 & 8,10:30 AM-12:00 PM

Why Southern Cone? Most prosperous and promising area 
of South America. It’s 23% larger with 16% fewer people but 
only 22% of GDP of U.S. Thus, it has the room and resources 
to grow, but has generally disappointed by underperforming 
its potential. However, in the post-pandemic world Southern 
Cone may begin to realize its promise. 

29



21 U.S. Nobel Peace Prize Winners
1. Barack Obama in 2009 – for given hope for a better future. 

2. Al Gore in 2007 – for efforts to counteract climate change

3. Jimmy Carter in 2002- for peaceful solutions and advancing democracy and human rights

4. Jody Williams in 1997: for her work banning and clearing of anti-personnel mines

5. Elie Wiesel in 1986 – for bearing witness to genocide by Nazis during World War II

6. Henry A. Kissinger in 1973 - for negotiating Paris Peace Accords that ended Vietnam War

7. Norman E. Borlaug in 1970 -for new cereal strains as in war against hunger 

8. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1964:  for civil rights and social justice against racial discrimination in U.S.

9. Linus Carl Pauling in 1962- for opposition to weapons of mass destruction

10. George Catlett Marshall in 1953 – for Marshall Plan to bring recovery to Europe after World War II. 

11. Ralph Bunche in 1950 - for role as mediator in Palestine in 1948

12. Emily Greene Balch in 1946: for her lifelong work fighting against war

13. John Raleigh Mott in 1946: for creating an international peace-promoting religious brotherhood 

14. Cordell Hull in 1945: for creating the United Nations

15. Jane Addams in 1931: for advancing peace.

16. Nicholas Murray Butler in 1931 - for strengthening international law and International Court 

17. Frank Billings Kellogg  in 1931 – for Briand-Kellogg Pact to end war

18. Charles Dawes in 1925 - for reducing tension between Germany and France after World War I

19. Woodrow Wilson in 1919 - for founding the League of Nations at end of World War I

20. Elihu Root in 1912 - for bringing nations together through treaties of arbitration and cooperation

21. Theodore Roosevelt in 1906 - for negotiating Russo-Japanese war and dispute with Mexico
30

Appendix – Background Info

U.S. citizens have contributed much to global peace as evidenced by this lengthy list of Nobel Peace Prizes.



Seven great recent books on America and the World

Zoellick provides a 250-year history of U.S. diplomacy. Haass gives an 
overview on world’s major countries and regions. Burns offers firsthand 
insights of major diplomatic events past 3 decades. Gates argues the 
global perception of U.S. has changed from dominant international 
leader to seemingly unwilling or unable to accept the mantle of 
leadership and how China has emerged rival. Yergin shows how the 
world is being shaken by the collision of energy, climate change, and the 
clashing power of nations in a time of global crisis. Zakaria relates how 
the pandemic has opened-up a path to a new world where we must 
choose the direction we want to go. Ikenberry presents the history and 
the contributions of U.S. to the liberal world order and its present crisis.

31
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Robert Zoellick, America in the World- A History 
of U.S. Diplomacy and Foreign Policy, 2020

◼ Book synopsis: Ranging from Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and Thomas Jefferson to 
Henry Kissinger, Ronald Reagan, and James Baker, America in the World tells the story of 
American diplomacy. He provides a new framework for understanding the history of America's 
foreign policy that reveals our nation's pragmatism and innovative spirit. 

◼ Zoellick writes a more America-centric version of international relations that offers a pragmatic 
approach that considers geography, economics, power and politics that prizes flexibility, 
adaptability and trying what might work.

◼ He argues that Americans need to understand the historical importance of and reasons for their 
alliance and economic network. He believes wisest course in the multipolar world would be for the 
U.S. to adapt and update its alliance wit Europe and build new networks of influences with India 
and partners in Asia, Latin America and Africa

◼ Zoellick identifies five traditions that have emerged from America's encounters with the world: the 
importance of North America; the special roles trading, transnational, and technological relations 
play in defining ties with others; changing attitudes toward alliances and ways of ordering 
connections among states; the need for public support; and the belief that American policy should 
serve a larger purpose. He foresees these traditions foresees serving as guideposts for the future.

◼ Biography: Zoellick (born 1953) is an American public official and lawyer. He graduated from 
Swarthmore,  J.D. from Harvard Law School and Master of Public Policy from Harvard. He led U.S. 
talks on German reunification and White House Deputy Chief of Staff and Assistant to President 
George H.W. Bush. He has been Deputy Secretary of State, U.S. Trade Representative, and senior 
fellow at Harvard's Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs. 
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Richard Haass, The World – A 
Brief  Introduction,  2020

◼ Book Synopsis: Like it or not, we live in a global era, in which what happens 
thousands of miles away has the ability to affect our lives. This time it’s Covid-19. 
Next time it could well be another infectious disease from somewhere else. Twenty 
years ago at 9/11 it was a group of terrorists.  Next time it could be terrorists who 
use a weapon of mass destruction. In 2016 hackers in Russia manipulated America's 
elections. In recent years, severe hurricanes and large fires linked to climate change 
have ravaged parts of the earth. In 2008, it was a global financial crisis caused by 
America, but one day it could well originate in Europe or Asia. This is the new normal 
of the 21st century.

◼ The book provides essential background of this complicated and interconnected 
world and make more informed – more global literate about how the world works. 
U.S. foreign policy is uniquely American, but the world Americans seek to shape is 
not. Even if we want to ignore the world, it will not ignore us. The choice we face is 
how to respond.

◼ The World focuses on what makes each region of the world tick, the many challenges 
globalization presents, and the most influential countries, events, and ideas.

◼ Biography: Haass (born 1951) is an American diplomat. He has bachelor's degree 
from Oberlin, was Rhodes’ scholar at Oxford, where earned master's and PhD. He is 
president of Council on Foreign Relations and previously served at top levels in 
Departments of Defense and State, was Special Assistant to President George H. W. 
Bush and National Security Council Senior Director for Near East and South Asian 
Affairs. Haass is author or editor of 13 books on American foreign policy. 
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William J. Burns, The Back Channel: A Memoir of 
American Diplomacy and the Case for Its Renewal, 2020

◼ Book Synopsis: This is a top diplomat’s memoir who served 5 presidents and 10 
secretaries of state. He argues for the enduring value of diplomacy in an increasingly volatile 
world. He gives an inside look at American diplomacy in action. His dispatches from secret 
Iran Nuclear negotiations and Qaddafi’s bizarre camp in the Libyan desert and his warnings 
of the “Perfect Storm” that would be unleashed by the Iraq War will reshape our 
understanding of history—and inform the policy debates of the future.

◼ He critiques the past 5 presidents’ foreign policies and offers penetrating insights on critical 
events, policies, and personalities that give context to our foreign policies. 

◼ Burns writes that diplomacy is not about “perfect solutions, but outcomes that cost far less 
than war and leave everyone better off than they would otherwise have been.” He notes 
that “walking away from imperfect agreements is rarely better than addressing their 
imperfections over time.”

◼ Burns believes the State Department is too “cautious, reactive and detached” and “too 
bureaucratic” and advocates greater “candor and transparency.” He believes that “over-
promising and under-delivery is the surest way to undermine the case for American 
diplomacy.”

◼ Biography: Burns (born 1956) earned a B.A. from La Salle, masters and PhD in 
international relations from Oxford. As a career American diplomat, he played a central role 
in most consequential diplomatic episodes of his time—from end of Cold War, relations with 
Putin’s Russia, and secret nuclear talks with Iran. He rose to #2, Deputy Secretary of State 
(2011–2014), and then was president of Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. He is 
now Biden’s Director of CIA. 34
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Robert M Gates, Exercise of Power: American 
Failures, Successes, and a New Path Forward 
in the Post-Cold War World, 2020

◼ Book synopsis: This is a sweeping examination of geopolitical power, and how it has been 
exercised, for good and bad, by American presidents in the post-Cold War world.

◼ Since the end of the Cold War, the global perception of the U.S. has morphed from dominant 
international leader to seemingly unwilling to accept the mantle of leadership or unable to govern 
itself effectively.

◼ Gates argues that this transformation is the result of the failure of political leaders to understand 
the complexity of American power, its expansiveness, and its limitations. He makes clear that the 
successful exercise of power is not limited to the use of military might, but must encompass as 
well diplomacy, economics, strategic communications, development assistance, intelligence, 
technology, ideology, and cyber. 

◼ He writes that China has emerged as new far more formidable rival than the Soviet Union. China 
has a huge and growing economy, enviable modern infrastructure and daunting technology. It has 
undertaken Belt and Road Initiatives to build infrastructure and expand economic relationships 
globally. China touts itself as an attractive alternative to the liberal democracies’ political 
dysfunction.

◼ Biography: Gates (born 1943) has a BA degree from William and Mary, an M.A. from Indiana 
University and Ph.D. in Russian and Soviet history at Georgetown. He served as secretary of 
defense under presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama, director of CIA, and on National 
Security Council in four administrations. He has served 8 presidents of both parties and as 
president of Texas A&M University.
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Daniel Yergin, The New Map: 
Energy, Climate, and the Clash of 

Nations, 2020

◼ Book Synopsis: Yergin argues that the world is being shaken by the collision of 
energy, climate change, and the clashing power of nations in a time of global crisis. 
The "shale revolution" in oil and gas, made possible by fracking, has ended the "era 
of oil shortage." Almost overnight, U.S. has become the world's number one energy 
powerhouse. Yet concern about energy's role in climate change is challenging our 
economy and way of life and accelerating a second energy revolution in the search 
for a low carbon future. All of this has been made starker and urgent by the 
coronavirus pandemic and the economic Dark Age that it has wrought.

◼ The chessboard of world politics has been upended. A new cold war is emerging 
with China; and rivalries grow more dangerous with Russia, which is pivoting east 
toward Beijing. Putin and Xi are converging both on energy and on challenging 
American leadership. The Middle East is being challenged by jihadists, revolutionary 
Iran, religious clashes, restive populations and shocks of oil price collapses. 

◼ Biography: (born 1947) Yergin received the Pulitzer Prize for The Prize: the Epic 
Quest for Oil Money and Power and is widely known and respected as global energy 
expert. Two of his books, The Prize and Commanding Heights, were made into 
award winning documentaries. Has a BA from Yale and PhD from Cambridge.
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Fareed Zakaria, Ten Lessons for 
a Post-Pandemic World , 2020

◼ Book Synopsis: This book is not about the pandemic, but rather about the world that is coming 
into being as a result of the pandemic and our response to it.

◼ Zakaria writes, ‘It may well turn out that the coronavirus will cause the greatest economic, political 
and social damage to humankind since World War II…The impact is being shaped by the reality 
that the world is deeply interconnected, that most countries were unprepared for the pandemic, 
and that in its wake, many … shut down their societies and their economies….” He worries that the 
pandemic might erase gains developing countries have made over the last quarter century and will 
widen global inequality.

◼ He believes the pandemic will likely not reshape history so much as accelerated it. He notes that 
since 1990, three sudden massive seizures have gripped the world, about one every 10 years, and 
seem to be inherent in the international system we have built. These world troubles are not just 
Made in U.S.A., but rooted in ultramodernity: globalization, automation, alienation, mass migration, 
the lure and decay of the world’s sprawling metropolises… 

◼ His central message is “This ugly pandemic has … opened up a path to a new world” where  
governments “will have to accept a more active role in the economy”. His sanguine conclusion is  
“that nothing is written” that we have human agency - people can choose the direction they want 
to go and their societies and world to go.” 

◼ Biography: Zakaria (born 1964) has a BA from Yale and PhD from Harvard. He is an Indian-
American journalist, political commentator, and author. Has been called "the most influential 
foreign policy adviser of his generation." He is host of CNN's Fareed Zakaria GPS, contributing 
editor for The Atlantic, a columnist for the Washington Post, and the best-selling author of The 
Post-American World and The Future of Freedom. 
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Selected excerpts from Fareed Zakaria, Ten 
Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World, 2020

◼ It may well turn out that this viral spec will cause the greatest economic, political, and social 
damage to humankind since World War II - Page 2

◼ We now live in a new era: post—pandemic - Page 3

◼ The most important difference between domestic and international politics is that in the latter 
there is no supreme authority, no world government … that maintains order …. Everyone is 
connected, but no one is in control. In other words, the world we live in is open, fast-and thus 
almost by definition, unstable. Pages 13-14

◼ We are not doomed. The point of sounding the alarm is to call people to action -Page 25

◼ There has long been people talking about American decline … but predictions of American 
decline in each case did not come true. Page 189

◼ The reality is that America, for all its flaws, continues to perform extremely well on the most 
basic measure of global power: economic heft. Page 190

◼ As China has risen in economic power, it is Europe, not America, that has slipped. Page 194

◼ Since the 1970s, US officials concluded that inviting China into the global economic and political 
system was better than having it sit outside it, resentful and disruptive. Page 197

◼ As tense as US-China … may become, … it’s clear-bipolarity is inevitable. A Cold War is a 
choice. Page 209

38Source: Fareed Zakaria, Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World, 2020
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Selected excerpts from Fareed Zakaria, Ten 
Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World, 2020

◼ America’s most significant contribution to international life has been that, unlike every other 
victorious great power in history, after decisively triumphing - in the world’s bloodiest conflict -
it chose to forgive, rebuild, and rehabilitate the vanquished. It imagined a new way for the 
nations of the world. It often acted in ways that were inspired by the common good and not 
just narrow national interest. - Page 222

◼ The most serious threat to the liberal international order is not China’s expansionism but 
America’s abdication - Page 225

◼ Today, concerns about disease and globalization have rapidly congealed into the notion that 
the pandemic will unravel this interconnected world-that Covid 19 is the final nail in the coffin 
of globalization. But is it really?

◼ We will likely find fresh confirmation of what we already know about globalization: that it’s easy 
to hate, convenient to target and impossible to stop. Page 169

◼ The liberal international order of our time is incomplete and has many faults. It has seen much 
conflict, misery, and hypocrisy. But on the whole, it has bettered the lives of more people than 
any previous system humans have lived with. …The idealism underlying liberalism is simple and 
practical. If people cooperate, they will achieve better outcomes and more durable solutions 
than they could acting alone. Page 232-233

◼ This ugly pandemic has created the possibility for change and reform. It has opened up a path 
to a new world. It’s ours to take that opportunity or squander it. -Page 242

39Source: Fareed Zakaria, Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World, 2020
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John Ikenberry, A World Safe 
for Democracy, 2020

◼ Book Synopsis: For past 100 years U.S. has led the grand project to build a 
world order that is open, loosely rules-based, and oriented toward progressive 
ideas that would be safe for democracy. Today this project is in crisis, threatened 
from outside by illiberal challengers China and Russia and from the inside by 
nationalist-populist movements, polarization in U.S. and divisions in EU. 

◼ Ikenberry notes that governments want the benefits of globalization but also want 
to guard against the dangers that events in one country - such as bad economic 
policy, a pandemic, refugee flows, or proliferation of nuclear weapons, can have 
on them and the world.

◼ Thus, international cooperation becomes essential if openness is to be reconciled 
with the safety and well-being of democracies. 

◼ Despite the 21st being marked by rising economic and security interdependence, a 
reformed liberal internationalism remains the most viable project to protect 
democracy.

◼ This book is reported to be influential for the Biden administration

◼ Biography: Ikenberry (born 1954) is professor at Princeton and a preeminent 
expert of international relations with extensive global experience and author of 
many books. 

40

Appendix of Supplemental Information



Pence’s China Speech- Portent of ‘New Cold War’

◼ VP Mike Pence gave a speech warning of a tougher approach toward Beijing, indicting for 
interference in American politics to China’s stomping on the freedoms of its own people and told 
China: “We will not stand down.”

◼ Pence’s remarks probably left few doubts among China’s leaders that Washington was embarking 
on a Cold War that would force the country to dig in for a prolonged multifront battle with the 
United States.

◼ It was unmistakably clear that the era of Washington holding out a hand to Beijing to become a 
“responsible stakeholder” in world affairs alongside the United States was over.

◼ China could respond by funneling more money toward its armed forces. China has kept its military 
budget at 1.5 percent of GDP compared to U.S. level of 3.5 to 4 percent. China could also reverse 
course on its support of the American-led effort in the United Nations that has imposed heavy 
sanctions on North Korea.

◼ Xi Jinping has signaled that he would not buckle to Washington’s trade demands and  stressed  the 
need for China to be self-reliant, like that of Mao Zedong 50 years ago.

◼ China’s social media, which the government rigorously censors, bristled in shock at the severity of 
Mr. Pence’s speech, calling it earth-shattering” and an ‘Iron Curtain’ speech?”

◼ US experts say Pence  attempted to shift public scrutiny from Russia to China. American business 
mood has been souring for a decade or more. How the Chinese missed this, I do not know.”

◼ In Australia, another important American ally, the government has been saying many of the same 
things as Mr. Pence, though in more muted tones.

◼ In some ways, Australia has been viewed in Washington as a test case of what China could get 
away with in a country with a strong economy and Western values. 

41Source:  Adapted from Oct. 6, 2018, New York Times  ‘Very Ridiculous,’ China Vows to Stay on Course” by Jane 
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Unlikelihood of a War With China and Russia, 

◼ Much has been made of China’s potential to invade Taiwan and Russia’s buildup near Ukraine as pretext for a 
future war and fear that Russia and China will team up to undermine the United States by launching simultaneous 
attacks. This isn’t inconceivable, but neither is it likely.

◼ An invasion of Taiwan would be across 100 miles of water that would take 5 hours and subject to air, missile and 
submarine attacks. If Chinese successfully land, supply and reinforcement will be an enormous problem. 

◼ A Chinese invasion of Taiwan would trigger warnings from U.S. and allies in the area. A victory would turn China 
into a genuine superpower. A defeat would shatter that dream. U.S. might choose to counter an invasion with 
simultaneous actions in chokeholds such as the Strait of Malacca, or at Chinese ports, and paralyze China’s 
maritime trade. This coupled with hostile economic actions by Europe would make anything but a stunningly rapid 
victory, potentially crippling.

◼ Russia is in the process of trying to recreate the strategic depth that it lost when the Soviet Union collapsed. Of all 
the buffers Russia lost in 1990-91, most critical is Ukraine. So far the Russians have failed, because Ukraine has a 
memory of Soviet brutality and has been bolstered by cautious Western support. 

◼ The massing of Russian troops along the border of Ukraine raises the question if they are preparing to retake 
Ukraine. The problem is the vast size of Ukraine and an extended campaign would prove costly and other areas 
such as Belarus or the Caucuses might be challenged and might stir NATO and Europe from its strategic 
complacency. 

◼ Russia faces the same problem as China: It could lose. Russia could find itself bogged down in Ukraine, hammered 
with advanced weapons and facing attacks on its flanks. What’s more, starting a war in Ukraine would mean 
sacrificing economic possibilities in Europe.

◼ A war is possible and did so in Georgia. But Georgia is small while Ukraine is big and supported with U.S. weapons.

◼ Coordination between Russia and China would have little effect. A war with China would be a naval war. A war with 
Russia would be a ground war. Russia cannot supply meaningful naval support, and China cannot sustain 
meaningful ground forces at that distance. 

◼ So, the likelihood of war, let alone a coordinated war, is low. Neither China nor Russia is so desperate as to risk 
defeat or a long, bleeding war.
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Adapted from April 14, 2021, The Unlikelihood of a War With China and Russia, By: 
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◼ Democracy highest in North America and W Europe

◼ World and all but one region democracy decreased 2006 to 2020

◼ Democracy Index is based on five interrelated categories: electoral 
process and pluralism; civil liberties; functioning of government; political 
participation; and political culture. 

◼ Holding free and fair competitive elections is necessary but not 
sufficient. Also requires basic human rights of freedom of speech, 
expression, press, religion; assembly, association;  judicial process and 
majority rule. 43

2020/2006 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2008 2006

North America 99% 8.58 8.59 8.56 8.56 8.56 8.56 8.59 8.59 8.59 8.59 8.63 8.64 8.64

Western Europe 96% 8.29 8.35 8.35 8.38 8.40 8.42 8.41 8.41 8.44 8.40 8.45 8.61 8.60

Latin America 96% 6.09 6.13 6.24 6.26 6.33 6.37 6.36 6.38 6.36 6.35 6.37 6.43 6.37

Asia & Australia 103% 5.62 5.67 5.67 5.63 5.74 5.74 5.7 5.61 5.56 5.51 5.53 5.58 5.44

Eastern Europe 93% 5.36 5.42 5.42 5.4 5.43 5.55 5.58 5.53 5.51 5.5 5.55 5.67 5.76

Sub-Saharan Africa 98% 4.16 4.26 4.36 4.35 4.37 4.38 4.34 4.36 4.32 4.32 4.23 4.28 4.24

Middle East & N Africa 97% 3.44 3.53 3.54 3.54 3.56 3.58 3.65 3.68 3.73 3.62 3.43 3.54 3.53

World Average 97% 5.37 5.44 5.48 5.48 5.52 5.55 5.55 5.53 5.52 5.49 5.46 5.55 5.52

Democracy Index 2006-20 by region

Source: The Economist Intelligence Unit. Index values: 8 to 10 = Full democracy; 6 to 8 = Flawed Democracy; 4 to 6 = Authoritarian regimes
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