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The end of globalization?
• What’s globalization?
• Why countries globalize?
• What’s the future of the globalized Liberal 

International Order(ILO)? 
• Plus 7 books to read at beach (or take my next class!)

“Globalization isn’t dead. But we could kill it.” Zakaria, Ten Lessons, p 186
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What is globalization?

◼ Process of interaction and integration among people, 
companies, and governments worldwide

◼ Includes trade and transactions, capital and 
investment movements, migration and travel, 
dissemination of knowledge and technology …

◼ 5-fold share increase since 18th century due to 
advances in transportation and communications, 
reduction in trade barriers, and end of Cold War

◼ Also creates winners and losers – benefits and risks
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Great Decision: Balancing benefits 
of globalization against risks

◼ Benefits: Countries linked by trade and open markets gain 
both economically and politically. … [T]rade generates gains 
…facilitating their growth and advancement. These mutual 
gains and interdependence have political effects, including 
heightened incentives to settle disputes peacefully.… 

◼ Risks: But open trade is a disruptive threat to workers and 
communities…. Economic openness can last in liberal 
democracies only if it is tied to a social ethic of fairness and 
shared benefits…. [L]iberal democracies have to reestablish 
the multilateral system … that allows states to manage 
openness, guided by the liberal norms of multilateralism, 
reciprocity, and nondiscrimination.… and renew the 
international rules and norms that balance openness with 
social stability.
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Source: John Ikenberry, A World Safe for Democracy, pages 294-296



What Americans think of globalization?
65% believe it’s mostly good for US

4The 2020 Chicago Council Survey was conducted from July 2 to July 19, 2020, among a representative national sample of 2,111 adults. 

US has low 
trade GDP share 

Great 
Recession



How globalization 
has expanded

◼ Volume of exports up 40 
times past century

◼ Exports up from 5% to 
now 25% GDP

◼ Trade = exports + 
imports = 50% GDP

◼ But trade affected by 
major events, 
recessions, wars, 
collapse of empires …

5
https://ourworldindata.org/trade-and-globalization



Why growth 
of 

Globalization?
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Tariffs fallen to fraction of past

Transport & communication costs fallen to fraction of past

For centuries, travel averaged about 1 mph. Nothing 
moved faster than a horse until 19th century.



Export-led globalization key to rise of Asia
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Source: Penn World 10.0 data2017 Constant US $
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Benefits of globalization

◼ 95% of market outside US

◼ Gains from trade – specialization,                                            
variety and lower costs = higher standard of living

◼ Lower risks - diversified sources of supply & demand

◼ Trade competition sharpens industriousness

◼ Openness to trade improves international cooperation 

◼ US trade deficit with China exaggerated - much of 
China’s exports assembled from others (e.g., iPhone)
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Downsides of 
globalization 

◼ Disruptions: weather, war, 
embargoes, strikes, PANDEMICS… 

◼ Loss of domestic industries: US 
furniture, bedding, toys, sports 
equipment, apparel, shoes, TVs, 
washing machines

◼ Security: Russian hackers and bugs 
embedded in technology (Huawei)

◼ Investment drain: “Offshoring” 
leads to “outsourcing” & foreign direct 
investment
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Is US manufacturing decline 
due to globalization?

◼ Manufacturing share of GDP, 50-
year decline in US and world

◼ China the exception – delayed 
due to late modernization

◼ As incomes rise, people spend 
smaller share on goods and 
more on services

◼ Technology reduces costs (What 
would it cost to replace smart 
phone with phone, GPS, 
calendar, thermometer, camera,  
music player, watch ….?)
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Why the Great Divergence?
Multiple causes – but GDP grew 
where globalization grew 
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British 
Industrial 
Revolution

Holy grail of 
economics – why 

some nations 
grow, and others 

don’t



World Orders: 
Multiple ways to 

rule world

1. Islamic: Single divinely sanctioned governance destined to 
expand until all world is under Islam

2. Chinese: Boundless reach of “all under heaven” awing by 
magnificence and expecting tribute and deference

3. European (Westphalian): Independent states ruling own 
territory, no interfering others, enforced by balance of power 

4. American (LIO): Cooperative order embracing liberal 
economic system, forswearing territorial conquest, 
respecting sovereignty, and democratic 12

Source: Henry Kissinger, World Order, 2014



The American led Liberal 
International Order (LIO)

◼ For past 100 years US led project to build                          
a liberal international order

◼ Wanted benefits of globalization but to guard against 
dangers that events in other countries - such as bad 
economic policy, a pandemic, refugee flows, 
proliferation of nuclear weapons ... 

◼ International cooperation essential if openness is to be 
reconciled with safety and well-being of democracies 

◼ Best way to protect liberal democracy

13

Liberal ~ favors liberty & individual rights. Originally, “suitable 
for a free man.” Government that serves the people rather 
than people serving the government.  



What are 
features LIO?

◼ Based upon open trade, international law, multilateral 
cooperation, collective security, political rights and 
protections, and democratic solidarity

◼ Provides way to address problems and opportunities 
of modernity – i.e., transformation of societies and 
international relations driven by science & technology 

◼ International rules, institutions and partnerships 
strengthen - not undermine national governments

◼ Sovereign states, led by liberal democracies, 
cooperate for mutual gain and protection within a 
loosely rules-based international order

14
Source: John Ikenberry, A World Safe for Democracy, 2020



After 1989 fall of Berlin Wall, we assumed 
“End of History” – only liberal democracy

◼ But this was an anomalous moment

◼ Since 1989 world rocked by 9/11, Middle East Wars, 
Great Recession, rise of China & Putinism, Brexit, 
nationalism … 

◼ Democracy under threat of great power rivalry from 
China & Russia which are offering illiberal challenges

◼ Making world safe for democracy requires                  
reforming present world order to allow Western 
liberal democracies to survive

15
Source: John Ikenberry, A World Safe for Democracy, 2020

Freedom House’s latest report found that 2020 was fifteenth consecutive 
year of declining political rights and civil liberties around the world.



Fully engaged US necessary for 
making world safe for democracy

◼ International openness-trade and exchange                        
are sources of mutual gains and stable peace

◼ Multilateralism and rules-based relations-create 
an environment for liberal democracies

◼ Democratic solidarity and collective security- shared 
values reinforce trust and solidarity and increase 
cooperation

◼ Illiberal international orders are closed, not rule-based, 
and restrict freedoms 

16
Source: John Ikenberry, A World Safe for Democracy, 2020

In every region of the world, democracy is under attack by populist 
leaders and groups that reject pluralism and demand unchecked power 
to advance the particular interests of their supporters – Freedom House

Myanmar (Burma)



A globalized world 
order or Liberal 

International Order?

◼ Should democracies form                                          
exclusive club leaving rest of world at periphery? 

◼ But many problems democracies face are not unique

◼ All countries vulnerable to global warming, pandemics, 
nuclear proliferation, cyber warfare, terrorism... 

◼ Yet, if autocracies expand democracies may not survive

◼ But if both don’t cooperate, planet may not survive

◼ Cooperation of liberal & illiberal will vary, key is liberal
solidarity

17
Source: John Ikenberry, A World Safe for Democracy, 2020



So, how should LIO deal with 
illiberal China & Russia?

◼ Invite them to participate hoping                             
they will become democratic, or exclude & confront?

◼ In reality, LIO seen as threat to them, and they are 
seen as a threat to LIO 

◼ Theory was that once China and Russia gained 
benefits of trade, would become “responsible 
stakeholders and democratic,” but hasn’t happened

◼ In era of declining relative US power, benefits of 
cooperation with other liberal democracies grows

18Source: John Ikenberry, A World Safe for Democracy, 2020



LIO not inevitable – needs 
cooperation and protection

◼ Liberal democracies, like orchids, do better in certain 
environments - a stable & cooperative order 

◼ Liberal democracies like eggs, require protection

◼ LIO = a project to build egg cartons

◼ Challenge - rebuild a coalition of cooperation, that has 
declined in past 2 decades

◼ Arc of history hasn’t always been to liberalism

19
Source: John Ikenberry, A World Safe for Democracy, 2020, chapter 9

After WW II, Stalin chose Iron Curtain whereas US chose 
Marshall Plan



American power waning?

◼ Yes, America power does seem to be waning, but 
more due to rise of Asia than decline of US

◼ Europe’s share not America’s has slipped 

◼ Rise of China most significant change 

◼ China now largest source of global growth

◼ US no longer sole superpower, but remains a pivotal 
power - setting the agenda, forming coalitions and 
organizing collective action

20
Source: Fareed Zakaria, Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World , 2020

US world share 
about same, but 
Asia took EU share 
to 3-way tie.



China’s rise and 
challenge to ILO

◼ China’s rise due to switch from communist economics 
to market economics, a high savings rate that enables 
investment, rising productivity, foreign investment … 

◼ Now, President for life Xi Jinping, disparages LIO and 
teams with Putin to advance illiberalism

◼ Belt & Road Imitative, projects in Africa and South 
America, recent deal with EU, clout at WHO and UN … 
pose greatest treat to LIO

◼ But so too does US disengagement hurt LIO

21
Source: Fareed Zakaria, Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World , 2020

Would America be better off if Chinese were still stuck in angry 
and impoverished isolation and Russia behind the Iron Curtain?



Modernization is producing 
challenge to balance 

globalization

◼ Greater climate risks

◼ Slowing of population and economies

◼ Rich getting richer; big getting bigger

◼ Technology accelerating - fourth industrial 
revolution

◼ Digitization enabling advances but also invasions

◼ Globalization opposition growing louder

22



LIO provides ways to manage 
economic & security 

interdependences of modernization

◼ Trade and exchange generate mutual gains

◼ Rules and institutions facilitate cooperation

◼ Shared values reinforce trust and solidarity

◼ Rising economic and security interdependence 
generates both opportunities and dangers

◼ Gaining benefits of interdependence while guarding 
against its dangers requires international cooperation

◼ Liberal democracies can secure this only together but 
not alone - that’s the insight that drives LIO

23
Source: John Ikenberry, A World Safe for Democracy, 2020



Future of globalization?

◼ Optimistic scenario: Once pandemic eases,  countries 
come together under new leadership at WTO and 
press China on its theft of intellectual property and 
government-run companies

◼ Pessimistic scenario: Countries turn inward with 
increased protection and reduced globalization

◼ Intermediate scenario: Countries form trade blocs and 
negotiate favorable terms within those blocks

24Source: Anne O. Krueger, “The end of globalization? Topic 8, Great Decisions 2021

Existing trade 
blocks



Globalization is easy to 
hate, but likely to continue

◼ Globalization will drop some as a result of pandemic

◼ But rather than bringing back manufacturing of 
products in short supply during Covid, less costly to 
store emergency supplies like the petroleum reserve

◼ Also, supplies needed for next emergency likely to 
be quite different than for Covid – e.g., Texas freeze

◼ In Fourth Industrial Revolution – Internet of Things,
3-D printing, smart factories…globalization may 
change form but remain important force

25
Source: Fareed Zakaria, Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World , 2020



Multilateralism offers way to solve 
common problems in globalized world

◼ None is secure unless all have some security

◼ Cyberspace, climate change, pandemics, nuclear 
proliferation … all require multilateralism

◼ If don’t cooperate, will face nationalist competition –
even a US/China Cold War II

◼ LIO has had many problems but has bettered lives 
of more than any previous system

◼ LIO based upon idea that if cooperate and avoid 
war, will be better than if acted alone

◼ It’s not a dreamy delusion that cooperation can 
change the world -- it’s common sense

26
Source: Fareed Zakaria, Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World , 2020



World is changing and 
challenging, but …

◼ Consider the WW I era on heels of Spanish flu pandemic that 
killed 58 million - death rate 70 times Covid, followed by WW II 
and 40-year Cold War and MAD!

27

Resilience: “World War I had set in motion vast forces that were 
almost too much for diplomats to manage: the collapse of four 
empires, the implosion of the European great-power order, the Anglo-
American power transition, the rise of revolutionary Russia, and the 
spread of new ideas about self-determination. The victors’ treatment 
of Germany-a harsh peace that destroyed that nation’s fragile 
democracy-was disastrously foolish. But …the liberal international 
project [survives].”- Ikenberry, World Safe for Democracy, p 140

Human agency: “America … unlike every other victorious great 
power in history, .. chose to forgive, rebuild and rehabilitate the 
vanquished [and] imagined a new way for nations of the world [the 
United Nations].” Zakaria, Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World, p 224
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Seven great recent books on America and the World

Zoellick provides a 250-year history of US diplomacy. Haass gives an 
overview on world’s major countries and regions. Burns offers firsthand 
insights of major diplomatic events past 3 decades. Gates argues the 
global perception of US has changed from dominant international leader 
to seemingly unwilling or unable to accept the mantle of leadership and 
how China has emerged rival. Yergin shows how the world is being 
shaken by the collision of energy, climate change, and the clashing 
power of nations in a time of global crisis. Zakaria relates how the 
pandemic has opened-up a path to a new world where we must choose 
the direction we want to go. Ikenberry presents the history and the 
contributions of US to the liberal world order and its present crisis.

29
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Robert Zoellick, America in the World- A History 
of U.S. Diplomacy and Foreign Policy, 2020

◼ Book synopsis: Ranging from Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and Thomas Jefferson to 
Henry Kissinger, Ronald Reagan, and James Baker, America in the World tells the story of 
American diplomacy. He provides a new framework for understanding the history of America's 
foreign policy that reveals our nation's pragmatism and innovative spirit. 

◼ Zoellick writes a more America-centric version of international relations that offers a pragmatic 
approach that considers geography, economics, power and politics that prizes flexibility, 
adaptability and trying what might work.

◼ He argues that Americans need to understand the historical importance of and reasons for their 
alliance and economic network. He believes wisest course in the multipolar world would be for the 
US to adapt and update its alliance wit Europe and build new networks of influences with India and 
partners in Asia, Latin America and Africa

◼ Zoellick identifies five traditions that have emerged from America's encounters with the world: the 
importance of North America; the special roles trading, transnational, and technological relations 
play in defining ties with others; changing attitudes toward alliances and ways of ordering 
connections among states; the need for public support; and the belief that American policy should 
serve a larger purpose. He foresees these traditions foresees serving as guideposts for the future.

◼ Biography: Zoellick (born 1953) is an American public official and lawyer. He graduated from 
Swarthmore,  J.D. from Harvard Law School and Master of Public Policy from Harvard. He led US 
talks on German reunification and White House Deputy Chief of Staff and Assistant to President 
George H.W. Bush. He has been Deputy Secretary of State, U.S. Trade Representative, and senior 
fellow at Harvard's Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs. 
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Richard Haass, The World – A 
Brief  Introduction,  2020

◼ Book Synopsis: Like it or not, we live in a global era, in which what happens 
thousands of miles away has the ability to affect our lives. This time it’s Covid-19. 
Next time it could well be another infectious disease from somewhere else. Twenty 
years ago at 9/11 it was a group of terrorists.  Next time it could be terrorists who 
use a weapon of mass destruction. In 2016 hackers in Russia manipulated America's 
elections. In recent years, severe hurricanes and large fires linked to climate change 
have ravaged parts of the earth. In 2008, it was a global financial crisis caused by 
America, but one day it could well originate in Europe or Asia. This is the new normal 
of the 21st century.

◼ The book provides essential background of this complicated and interconnected world 
and make more informed – more global literate about how the world works. U.S. 
foreign policy is uniquely American, but the world Americans seek to shape is not. 
Even if we want to ignore the world, it will not ignore us. The choice we face is how 
to respond.

◼ The World focuses on what makes each region of the world tick, the many challenges 
globalization presents, and the most influential countries, events, and ideas.

◼ Biography: Haass (born 1951) is an American diplomat. He has bachelor's degree 
from Oberlin, was Rhodes’ scholar at Oxford, where earned master's and PhD. He is 
president of Council on Foreign Relations and previously served at top levels in 
Departments of Defense and State, was Special Assistant to President George H. W. 
Bush and National Security Council Senior Director for Near East and South Asian 
Affairs. Haass is author or editor of 13 books on American foreign policy. 31
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William J. Burns, The Back Channel: A 
Memoir of American Diplomacy and the 

Case for Its Renewal, 2020

◼ Book Synopsis: This is a top diplomat’s memoir who served 5 presidents and 10 
secretaries of state. He argues for the enduring value of diplomacy in an increasingly volatile 
world. He gives an inside look at American diplomacy in action. His dispatches from secret 
Iran Nuclear negotiations and Qaddafi’s bizarre camp in the Libyan desert and his warnings 
of the “Perfect Storm” that would be unleashed by the Iraq War will reshape our 
understanding of history—and inform the policy debates of the future.

◼ He critiques the past 5 presidents’ foreign policies and offers penetrating insights on critical 
events, policies, and personalities that give context to our foreign policies. 

◼ Burns writes that diplomacy is not about “perfect solutions, but outcomes that cost far less 
than war and leave everyone better off than they would otherwise have been.” He notes 
that “walking away from imperfect agreements is rarely better than addressing their 
imperfections over time.”

◼ Burns believes the State Department is too “cautious, reactive and detached” and “too 
bureaucratic” and advocates greater “candor and transparency.” He believes that “over-
promising and under-delivery is the surest way to undermine the case for American 
diplomacy.”

◼ Biography: Burns (born 1956) earned a B.A. from La Salle, masters and PhD in 
international relations from Oxford. As a career American diplomat, he played a central role 
in most consequential diplomatic episodes of his time—from end of Cold War, relations with 
Putin’s Russia, and secret nuclear talks with Iran. He rose to #2, Deputy Secretary of State 
(2011–2014), and then was president of Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. He is 
now Biden’s Director of CIA. 32
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Robert M Gates, Exercise of Power: American 
Failures, Successes, and a New Path Forward 
in the Post-Cold War World, 2020

◼ Book synopsis: This is a sweeping examination of geopolitical power, and how it has been 
exercised, for good and bad, by American presidents in the post-Cold War world.

◼ Since the end of the Cold War, the global perception of the US has morphed from dominant 
international leader to seemingly unwilling to accept the mantle of leadership or unable to govern 
itself effectively.

◼ Gates argues that this transformation is the result of the failure of political leaders to understand 
the complexity of American power, its expansiveness, and its limitations. He makes clear that the 
successful exercise of power is not limited to the use of military might, but must encompass as well 
diplomacy, economics, strategic communications, development assistance, intelligence, technology, 
ideology, and cyber. 

◼ He writes that China has emerged as new far more formidable rival than the Soviet Union. China 
has a huge and growing economy, enviable modern infrastructure and daunting technology. It has 
undertaken Belt and Road Initiatives to build infrastructure and expand economic relationships 
globally. China touts itself as an attractive alternative to the liberal democracies’ political 
dysfunction.

◼ Biography: Gates (born 1943) has a BA degree from William and Mary, an M.A. from Indiana 
University and Ph.D. in Russian and Soviet history at Georgetown. He served as secretary of 
defense under presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama, director of CIA, and on National 
Security Council in four administrations. He has served 8 presidents of both parties and as 
president of Texas A&M University.
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Daniel Yergin, The New Map: 
Energy, Climate, and the Clash of 

Nations, 2020

◼ Book Synopsis: Yergin argues that the world is being shaken by the collision of 
energy, climate change, and the clashing power of nations in a time of global crisis. 
The "shale revolution" in oil and gas, made possible by fracking, has ended the "era 
of oil shortage." Almost overnight, US has become the world's number one energy 
powerhouse. Yet concern about energy's role in climate change is challenging our 
economy and way of life and accelerating a second energy revolution in the search 
for a low carbon future. All of this has been made starker and urgent by the 
coronavirus pandemic and the economic Dark Age that it has wrought.

◼ The chessboard of world politics has been upended. A new cold war is emerging 
with China; and rivalries grow more dangerous with Russia, which is pivoting east 
toward Beijing. Putin and Xi are converging both on energy and on challenging 
American leadership. The Middle East is being challenged by jihadists, revolutionary 
Iran, religious clashes, restive populations and shocks of oil price collapses. 

◼ Biography: (born 1947) Yergin received the Pulitzer Prize for The Prize: the Epic 
Quest for Oil Money and Power and is widely known and respected as global energy 
expert. Two of his books, The Prize and Commanding Heights, were made into 
award winning documentaries. Has a BA from Yale and PhD from Cambridge.
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Fareed Zakaria, Ten Lessons for 
a Post-Pandemic World , 2020

◼ Book Synopsis: This book is not about the pandemic, but rather about the world that is coming 
into being as a result of the pandemic and our response to it.

◼ Zakaria writes, ‘It may well turn out that the coronavirus will cause the greatest economic, political 
and social damage to humankind since World War II…The impact is being shaped by the reality 
that the world is deeply interconnected, that most countries were unprepared for the pandemic, 
and that in its wake, many … shut down their societies and their economies….” He worries that the 
pandemic might erase gains developing countries have made over the last quarter century and will 
widen global inequality.

◼ He believes the pandemic will likely not reshape history so much as accelerated it. He notes that 
since 1990, three sudden massive seizures have gripped the world, about one every 10 years, and 
seem to be inherent in the international system we have built. These world troubles are not just 
Made in U.S.A., but rooted in ultramodernity: globalization, automation, alienation, mass migration, 
the lure and decay of the world’s sprawling metropolises… 

◼ His central message is “This ugly pandemic has … opened up a path to a new world” where  
governments “will have to accept a more active role in the economy”. His sanguine conclusion is  
“that nothing is written” that we have human agency - people can choose the direction they want 
to go and their societies and world to go.” 

◼ Biography: Zakaria (born 1964) has a BA from Yale and PhD from Harvard. He is an Indian-
American journalist, political commentator, and author. Has been called "the most influential 
foreign policy adviser of his generation." He is host of CNN's Fareed Zakaria GPS, contributing 
editor for The Atlantic, a columnist for the Washington Post, and the best-selling author of The 
Post-American World and The Future of Freedom. 
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John Ikenberry, A World Safe 
for Democracy, 2020

◼ Book Synopsis: For past 100 years US has led the grand project to build a world 
order that is open, loosely rules-based, and oriented toward progressive ideas 
that would be safe for democracy. Today this project is in crisis, threatened from 
outside by illiberal challengers China and Russia and from the inside by 
nationalist-populist movements, polarization in US and divisions in EU. 

◼ Ikenberry notes that governments want the benefits of globalization but also want 
to guard against the dangers that events in one country - such as bad economic 
policy, a pandemic, refugee flows, or proliferation of nuclear weapons, can have 
on them and the world.

◼ Thus, international cooperation becomes essential if openness is to be reconciled 
with the safety and well-being of democracies. 

◼ Despite the 21st being marked by rising economic and security interdependence, a 
reformed liberal internationalism remains the most viable project to protect 
democracy.

◼ This book is reported to be influential for the Biden administration

◼ Biography: Ikenberry (born 1954) is professor at Princeton and a preeminent 
expert of international relations with extensive global experience and author of 
many books. 36
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Epilogue: Take-aways from Great Decisions 2021 

1. Global supply chains enable the benefits of trade but also exposes to threats 
of China or others blocking trade and spreading pandemics. The challenge is 
how to obtain benefits of modernization while protecting against downsides.

2. Middle East has been and will likely remain the most tumultuous of the 
world’s regions. US now has oil, is fatigued by “forever wars” and wants to 
shift focus from troublesome Middle East to looming Asia. But no other 
power is ready, able, or acceptable to US, so US likely continue involvement.

3. UK, our closest ally, has exited the EU, another close ally. BREXIT could lead 
to splits in the West, much to Russia’s and China’s delight. US must work to 
not let BREXIT weaken the West but foster cooperation and the prosperity 
of both and solidarity of the West.

4. Warming of the Arctic opens a vast and potentially valuable area to 
geopolitical competition and resource exploitation. US should cooperate with 
Arctic allies to ensure that Russia, now predominant in the Arctic, and China 
buying its way in, do not exploit this fragile region economically, 
environmentally nor geopolitically.

37
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Epilogue: Take-aways from Great Decisions 2021 
5. China has displaced the US as the major player in Sub Sahara Africa. While 

some of its’ infrastructure and trade deals are beneficial, its growing financing, 
non-transparency and political influence are troublesome. The US should keep 
engaged an offer better and more transparent alternatives to this region of 
burgeoning population and vulnerability to global warming.

6. South Korea, along with Japan, are crucial US bulwarks, yet they don’t want to 
get caught-up in the US-China crossfire. Hermit and hard-core communist North 
Korea’s nuclear and ballistic missile program poses a serious threat. It will take 
the best efforts of US and its allies plus North Korea’s patron China to resolve 
this 70-year conflict.

7. Covid-19 Pandemic has been one of the most devastating events to the US and 
world and will have profound and lasting impacts. WHO, initially stiffed by 
China, lacks the resources and authority to carryout its global health mission. 
The pandemic has been a wake-up call for the world to strengthen its 
cooperation and response to health crises.

8. Globalization has been a major contributor to world progress. While it has 
benefitted many if not most people, it has also resulted in losers. It is too 
valuable to curtail. The challenge is to develop domestic programs to aid those 
who lose and revise trade agreements to level the global playing field.

38
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China’s President’s Xi Jinping 
(Illiberal) Thought

◼ China’s president for life and most powerful leader since Mao, 
Xi Jinping thoughts on socialism with Chinese characteristics 
have been incorporated in the constitution. His China Dream is 
to sustain China’s rise while proclaiming the “East is rising and 
the West is declining.” 

◼ Xi’s goals include:

◼ Ensuring Chinese Communist Party leadership

◼ Practicing socialist core values, including Marxism, communism and 
socialism with Chinese characteristics

◼ Strengthen national security 

◼ Maintain Chinese Communist Party’s "absolute leadership over" military

◼ Keep “one country, two systems” for Hong Kong and Macau and a 
future of "complete national reunification“

◼ Maintain a “one-China” policy of Taiwan 39
Xi Jinping Thought from Wikipedia and WSJ 3/5/2021
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The perils and promises of globalization – can 
multilateralism endure in a globalized world?

The end of global order?

◼ Can global cooperation endure in an era of retrenchment?

◼ What role will US play in international arena?

◼ US has stood astride world power twine – at end of WWI and 
collapse of USSR

◼ Some now believe global problems need global institutions and 
solutions, while others say global institutions are ineffectual

◼ Trump pulled US out of host of multilateral institutions –
UNESCO, WHO, International Criminal Court, Human Rights 
Council, Iran Nuclear Agreement, and Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) trade agreement

◼ With Biden in and Trump out, has America Back replace 
America First?

40Source: Video 8, “End of Globalization?” Great Decisions 2021
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What would happen if the US steps back?

◼ Should US step back, will we lose influence and simply 
create opportunities for others to enter the vacuum?

◼ Three quarters of a century have passed since WW II 
when the US and West introduced a new series of 
international institutions which are now being tested

◼ Was Trump’s withdrawals the aberration or are the 
last 75 years the aberration?

◼ A lot of history will depend on the answer to this 
question
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UN Human Rights Council

◼ Human Rights Council was created but George Bush 
took US out of it because became so dominated by 
anti-US members 

◼ What impact has Human Rights Council had? It  
focuses on the wrong problems

◼ Obama rejoined the Human Rights Council in order to 
be at the table to try to make it better

◼ Obama argued if were not there, our voices are not 
there, and our values and purposes are not there

◼ Rejoining was based on the calculus of engagement 
versus non-engagement
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Experts disagreed whether US participation 
was beneficial 

◼ Some say US participation was beneficial at the margin

◼ But the Council is not focused on those countries that need to 
truly be criticized such as Cuba, Russia, and China

◼ Another criticism is its biased against Israel - nearly half of the 
resolutions have been based upon Israel

◼ Others say that there was progress made on Syria, North 
Korea, Iran, gay rights, etc.

◼ In 2018, Trump withdrew from Council

◼ Human rights is important, but the Council has wrong focus

◼ British think it’s better to be inside the Council rather than stay 
outside like the US
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US must decide whether to work 
inside or outside coalitions

◼ With US out of Council, China put together a coalition to 
support its narrative about Hong Kong

◼ China has been increasing its economic leverage to bring 
countries to its side

◼ China is not facing much competition – is uncontested

◼ Many argue it’s better for the US to remain in multilateral 
institutions and reform them?

◼ Multinationals are always frustration to Americans

◼ It’s been quipped - that’s why God invented diplomats - to form 
coalitions

◼ But US has more alliances and coalitions than does China
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After WWII, US championed the liberal 
world order we have today

◼ We saw the devastated world after WW II as a need to become 
a problem solver

◼ But a strong undercurrent of skepticism remained –Nixon, for 
example, was critical of international institutions

◼ Due to its size and power, US has always sort of stepped aside 
multilateral institutions

◼ Barry Goldwater, for example, advocated stopping all funding 
of UN

◼ Trump argues that globalism caused leaders to ignore their 
own national interests and made terrible deals

◼ UN bashing has become a sport for nationalists
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After WWII, US championed the liberal 
world order we have today

◼ It is going to be very difficult to change these international 
institutions 

◼ Organizations like WTO that require a consensus, a 
country that doesn’t agree will wind up sparking dissention 
and recrimination and lead to gridlock

◼ The strongest members say that multilateral institutions 
are merely forums where people can react and learn to 
cooperate

◼ Inherently there’s going to be conflicts so can’t just blame 
the UN

◼ Members are not willing to back reforms, unfortunately
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US concerned that international 
organizations impinge on sovereignty 

◼ Concern is they will impinge upon US rights and US will lose 
sovereignty to some international organization

◼ The counterargument is that the best way to advance 
sovereignty is cooperation and participation not withdrawal

◼ Fierce opposition has been to International Criminal Court

◼ E.g., John Bolton says it’s an unaccountable international 
institution

◼ US would prohibit International Court from trying American 
diplomats and Americans military

◼ ICC was not designed for situations where a country had a 
robust legal system – it’s for weak, fragile countries like 
Balkans
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How to present the case for 
international organizations? 

◼ Can they benefit the US and its domestic national interest?

◼ It’s a mistake to think can go it alone – Can’t just close borders 

and solve problems

◼ Others think multilateral organizations can work effectively 
even without US participation

◼ With US absent, Europe could handle the issues

◼ Last chance for US leadership - Biden faces major challenges

◼ Leadership and power are becoming more diffuse and 
fragmented so shouldn’t expect one country to lead

◼ Multilateralism is messy, tedious, frustrating and imperfect

◼ But at a time when issues can so easily cross borders, it’s 
essential that nations can find some way to work together

48Source: Video 8, “End of Globalization?” Great Decisions 2021

Appendix of Supplemental Information


